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A WAY OR THE WAY 


To some it may seem a strange 
thing that a body of Christian leaders 
should spend time in discussing what 
is the Christian message. After all, 
unless we have a message which means 
everything to us why call ourselves 
by the name of Christ? We are what 
we are because the message of God's 
love in Christ has gripped us. We 
are engaged in the service of the 
Church because we believe it will grip 
others too and that it is a matter of 
vital liaportance that it do so. Why 
should the Jerusalem Meeting of the 
International Missionary Couneil give 
ite Hirst and best thought to diseussing 
what is axiomatic? Why should 
people all over the world be preparing 
for this discussion aod writing articles 
and memoranda thereon’ Why 
should it be one of the main themes 
for the National Christian ‘‘ouncil at 
its annual meeting? 


The anewer to be found not 
much in any uncertainty within the 
Christian group as in the challenge 
of various kinds which come from 
without. Not only have we the 
ancient challenges of other great re- 
ligious systems, but there are aleo the 
newer voices to be reckoned with. 
Communism presents not simply an 
economic theory but something that 
may almost be called a religion, 
' anti-religious though it be. It grips 
men in their emotional nature; it fills 
them with pas-ion and a sense of mis- 
sion; it calls out devotion and self-sacri- 
fice. Mr. Keynes, who is a keen critic 
of Soviet economics, says that what 
the world has to face is not mainly 
an economic but a religious challenge. 
Again there is the challenge of the 


dispassionate man of Sience who 
takes for granted that religion is one 
of those survivals of the past which is 
already doomed—a superstition that 
must crumble in face of the great 
growth of knowledge in the world. 
Such men offer no substitute but « 
cold, relentless search for truth. This 
passion may move the few bat it 
seems inconceivable that it could take 
the place of religion for the many 
whose interests are not primarily 
intellectual. A third challenge i« to 
be found in the «yneretic faithe which 
are setting out to glean their harvest 
from many fields, a little here and « 
little there, in the belief that thus 
they will be able to provide the an- 
thentic bread of life. Truth, they may, 
is to be found in al! religions: what we 
need is to gather it from any quarter 
and discard the errors and half-truths 
which ao often obecure it. 


In these and other ways ia the 
Christian of to- being met with 
deeper questioning®QY He has to ask 
himeelf whether the seeeage he brings 
is unique and all-sufficient What 
philosophical or practical test can he 
propose which will aatiefy the mind 
and win the devotion of men to-day’ 
lf he is fully assured that the essence 
of his religion is a great reality, is he 
equally assured that its acceptance is 
essential for all men and that it is 
being so presented to-day as to vindi- 
cate itself before the world? 

At a group in America it is said 
that an Indian recently remarked that 
if missionaries could present Christ to 
India as a way He would be gladly 
welcomed, whereas if they should 
insist that He is The Way India could 


10. 


Plans for 


CONTENTS 


. Editorial—A Way or the Way. 
Fifth Annual Meeting of the 


N. C.. 


Notes of Opening Addrew by 


Rev. Dang Fang. 


. Closing Addrese—Dr. Cheng. 
. Impressions of the Annual 


Meeting. 
By Rev. k. Box. 
Mi Edith Sparling. 
Lia En-lan. 
Mies Clara J. Lambert. 


. Communications tothe Annual! 


Neeting. 
Letter from Frank Hawkins. 


Exchange of Telegrams with 
the Japan N. C. . 


Not- on the Jerusalem Neeting. 
. Standing Committees of the 


Council. 
War with Opium. 


A Significant Meeting — The 
first General Assembly of 
the Church of Christ in (hina. 


the Week of 
Evangelism. 


. The Finance Campaign for 


the N. C. 


. Movements of Secretaries. 


. Notes and Comments. 
The Task of the Council. 


Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens. 


— 


— 


2 — an * 
* 
1414 U—[—k—— 
öf˙6Gꝓ᷑ 
＋ 1 
̃ ̃ͤ—-A 
| — — 
14... 
2 
15 
| 11 
| 
| 


| THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


* 


only reject Him. This btatement 
must not be ac epted as the last word 
on India’s reaction to Christ, but it is 
suggestive as a method of stating the 
problem. What are we to say, what 
are we actually saying in regard to 
this crucial question“ 


In the first place, ther¢ can be little 
‘loubt as to the position of our Lord 
Himself. Not only did He actually 
use the phrase * Way, az 
recorded in the fourth Gospel, He 
gaid also, No man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me, Come unto Me 
and I will give von rest. When 
l’eter mode the great confession, Jesus 
revi, Flesh amd blood hath not 
revealed thie unto thee bat my Father 
which i¢in Heaven.” Jesus accepted 
the homage which wae due to One 
alone 1 claim wae not that He 
was a revealer, bat the Son. 


Nor „ there any don as to the 
poition of the «arly Church. God 
who had epoken at sundry times and 
divers manners aft last gave the 
final word in Hie Son. To Peter and 
aul alike there ie but one name above 
evety name whereby we may be «ave. 
The Christian Church became what it 
became and achieved what it achieved 
in the trimphant faith that Jeeus 
Christ had died and riven again—the 
liret-fruite of all that believe To 
them there could he no question what. 
ever of Hie sharing His throne with 
another. 


If the Church of today ie to meet 
the situation of inlay, can there be 
any compromise here’ Saints, apost- 
les, prophets, martyre, anewer “Nol” 
it is not possible io forth to win 
the world if there is doubt aa to the 
battle-cry. The trumpet must give 
forth no uncertain sound, ele how 
shall the army move forward together? 
This surely is as clear as day. In 
many other directions modification is 
inevitable. Here, at the heart of the 
(Christian gospel, there is no hope of 
victory if compromise creeps in. 

What then remains to be discussed? 
There is still the task before us of 
making the central message clear as 
day. It has been obscured by our 
failures to be true to the Christ we 
noner with our lips. The outworks 
are not unimportant but they have 
been so built up that the citadel can 
Sometimes scarcely be seen. To name 


the great Name is not enough if the 
life denies His Spirit. Are there not 
still many who say Lord, Lord and 
do not His works? Nations called 
Christian which have not based their 
national policy on the princfples of 
Jesus have made it hard for men to 
eco Him. Rusioess organizations that 
go back to the old formula business 
firet” even when their leaders are prou- 
inent in the Church, have thrown a 
emoke screen before the face of Christ. 
The message must be brought got 
from verbal entanglements and prac- 
tical denials and made to march one: 
more in the market, and the c-nneel 
chambers of the world. If Christ be 
The Way He must be followed fear- 
lessly and not simply set upon a far- 
off throne. He ie The Way for all 
our complex modern life which can 
find no clue except in Him. He is 
The Way for our pete nal life which 
has« sure Kan ar of ja igment amd 
no abiding inepiration apart from 
Him. He ie The Way for China and 
India whose millions are indeed lost 
unless they ae God in Christ and 
wholly trust Him. He w The Way 
for Furope and Amer cat secking 
for truer and purer life in home and 
city and state. There ie no other 
name whereby the great family 
on earth—may be saved. This is ovr 
deepest conviction, and on thir, the 
Church in China sande, seking the 
strength of God to give faithfally and 
courageously His Word in Christ the 
ever-living Far our. 


II. T. M. 


REVIEW OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE NATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


(Condensed translation of Dr. Cheng’s 
original report, published in the China 
for (Aria Bulletin.) 


The Fifth Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian Council was held in 
the general oflive of the Council in the 
Missions Building from Octoher 183th 
to 20th. The writer was deeply im- 
pressed with the fine attitude and 
excellent spirit of both foreign and 
Chinese member. In this harmonious 


spirit we realized our expectations and 
we attribute to our Heavenly Father’s 
goodness the success of this meeting. 


1. Members Present 


In spite of the difficulties of travel, 
sixty-four members, inclading sub- 
atitutes, attended, showing a keen 
interest in the Comments work. All the 
larger denominations and far distant 
lovalities were represented. 


2. Agenda 


On the first day, the Rev. Djang Fang 
lee the opening devotional meeting, 
and midresecs were given by the 
Chairman, Dr. Yui, and the General 
Secretefy. 

On the second day, we listened to 
porta of the actual conditions in 
many parts of the country in answer to 
the question, Hon has the church 
been affected by recent events in Chima 
and what is its present condition?” 
In the afternoon the different de- 
nom inational groups reported on their 
most significant developments during 
the year. 

On the third day, the discussions 
centered around the Christian Message 
and the Christian Life in the morning, 
and around the problems of Religious 
Education in the afternoon. Thee 
diseussions were conducted mainly in 
«mall Krups A epecial com mittee 
Was appointed to deal with the prin- 
ciples to guide the return of mission- 
aries, the question of indemnities, and 
the problem of the transfer of mission 
propery. 

On the fourth day the relation 
hetween the younger and the older 
churches occupied the morning, and 
the task of the Christian church in 
reiavion to developments 
and rural needa, the afternoon, the 
discussions again being in groups. 

On Ue fifth day, a report was made 
in reward to the preparations for the 
Jerusalem Meeting and the conferenes 
discussed the task of the Couneil 
during the coming year and the prob- 
lem cf the reorganization of the 
National Christian Council. A special 
committee was appointed to study 
(his matter during Lhe year. 


On the sixth day, the findings from 
the discussions on the third and fourth 
days were thrashed out in the full 
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conference and also the report of the 
committee appointed on the third day 
to consider three special topics. 


The seventh and closing day was given 
to the disoussion of the task of the 
church in relation to economic devel- 
opments, to consideration of finances, 
and the reports of the nominating and 
other committees, Dr. Yui being on 


that oce sion reelected as Chairman of 
the Council. 


3. Report of the Executive 
Committee 


The report covers fourteen items, as 
follows: (1) The General Situation: 
(2) Meetings; (3) Vacancies: (4) 
The Call; (5) Visitation of Spe ial 
Workers; (6) The Jerusalem Meet- 
ing of the International Missionary 
Council; (7) The Missionary Service 
Bureau; (8) Staff Matters: (9) Re- 
lations with the National Anti Opium 
Aesociation; (10) Emergency Schoo! 
of Chinese Studies: (11) Conference 
on Christianizing Economic Relations: 
(12) Offies Arrangements; (18) 
Finance; (14) Publications 


4. Reports of Standing 
Committees 


Eight standing committees reported: 
(1) Committee on Christianizing the 
Home; (2) Committee on Christianiz- 
ing international Relations; (3) 
Committee on Christianizing Rara! 
Life; (4) Committee on Christianiz- 
ing Eoonomic Relations; (5) Com- 
mittee on Church and Mission Admin- 
istration; (6) Committee on the 
Church in Worship and Religious 
Education; (7) The Committee on 
Evangelism; and (8) The Anti- 
Narcotic Committee. There were also 
reports from kindred organizations, 
from the special committee on the 
Blind, from the Committee on the 
Jerusalem Meeting and from the Board 
of Managers of the Missions Building. 
Practically no work was accomp!ished 
by two of the committees, but the 
others succeeded in carrying forward 
their work during the year. 


5. Four Problems Discussed 


The problems referred to above as 
discussed on the third and fourth days 


are those which will be discussed at 
the Jerusa em Meeting in the spring. 
They were, however, taken up, not pri- 
marily because they are o be handled 
there, but more particularly because 
they are important questions for the 
chureh in China. In a closing state- 
ment, it was suggested that the 
following leading thoughts come out 
in relation to each of these four dis- 
Cussions: (1) That the Christian 
Message iv Jesus Christ, Himself. (2) 
That Religious Education is developed 
primarily through the influence of 
Christian personalities. (3) That the 
watohword for the relation of the 
younger and the older churches must 
be free ovoperation’’. (4) That in 
the industrial and rural needs, the 
great essential i- that we learn how to 
take Christ seriously. ‘The discussions 
were full of interest. The findings 
will be publishel in the Annual 
Report. 


6. Study of Three Questions 


The questions referred to the special 
sub-committee brought out a good deal 
of agreement which might be summed 
up in the following form: (1) The 
Chinese churches need the services of 
missionaries. (2) Mimionarie, in 
returning to their stations, should -eek 
to follow the advice of the local 
churches. (3) Miseionari-s are desired 
who love China a well as the Chinese 
church. (4) Representative organiza- 
tions of local churches should study 
to show a right attitude towards mis- 
sionaries s they return. (5) If any 
claim should be made for indemnity 
for losses of church property, it should 
not include the losses of Chinere 
Christians. (6) Missions should care- 
fully consider the bearing of claims 
for indemnity on the future develop- 
mentofthechurch. (7) The transfer 
of church property from mission to 
church must be determined by local 
conditions. In some places a system 
of lease has been found desirable. 
(8) The organization of Chinese 
bodies able to hold property for the 
church should be proceeded with. (9) 
The church should not be ready to 
accept all mission property without 
special consideration. (10) The 
economic weaknees of Chinese Chris- 
tians need not bea reason for deferring 
the transfer. (11) In any case there 
is urgent need that Chinese Christians 


should press forward in matteis of 
self-responsibitity. 


All these questions were referred 
for further consideration to the kx- 
ecutive Committee. No resolutions 
were passed on them, and the above 
is simply an impression of the general 
drift of the discussion. 


7. The Council's Work 


The discussion of the task of the 
Council occupied a considerable time 
under the report of a special sub- 
committee, appointed by the Business 
Committee. Trying again to sum 
up the drift of the discussion, we 
may note the following opinions: (1) 
That the Council occupies the place 
of leadership in the progressive move- 
ment within the Christian church, 
(2) That the Christian churches have 
benefited by the Council’s work in 
their spirit and in their power to 
think clearly about their task. (3) 
That there are some churches lees 
favourable to the Council and that 
care should be taken that there 
churches underetand better what the 
church’s work is. (4) A larger num- 
ber of visitors should go out, especially 
to visit the smaller citics and country 
places. (5) At least one member 
should go af a reprerentative from 
each denomination to the Council. 
(6) The Council should assist the 
the churches to establish divisional 
councils through which the Council's 
decisions can be made effective. (7) 
Some thought that the Couneil should 
eliminate the miesionary element, or 
at least should not have direct repre- 
sentation from Mission groups. (8) 
The Council's literature should be 
simple and concrete, so that it can be 
readily understood by the common 
people. (9) The Council should be 
prepared to help the churches in 
meeting concrete situations when they 
arise. (10) The Council should help 
to train secular workers. (11) Help 
might be given through especial in- 
vestigators, through whose assistance 
the churches might be able to evaluate 
their work. (12) The responsibility 


for the collection of funds should not 
be borne simply by the secretaries, 
but by all the members of the Council. 
(13) Collection might be by such 
means as the following: (a) Asking 
every member to promise a definite 
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contribution; (b) asking all provin- 
cial and district councils, federations, 
and other cooperative organizations, 
to make grants; (c) by personal 
canvass on the part of secretaries and 
Council members. 


The discuss on was summed up in 
the following resolution: 


That the annual meeting refer to 
the Executive Committee the drafting 
of a atatement on the task of the 
Council for the coming year. This 
should be based upon the discussion of 
this meeting. This statement should 
be reported to all Council members 
in writing. 

“That in the statement of policy 
for the coming year, stress should 
be laid upon the deepening of the 
spiritual life of the church, the re- 
alization of the practical application 
of Christ's way of life, and the call 
for Christian volidarity. 


That in carrying out this work 
the members of the Council should 
share the responsibility with the 
secretarial staff. 


“It ie hoped that in addition to 


ae of the Council members, leaders 


of the cooperating churches can be 
secured to continue the work of 
visitation of the churches.” 


8. Reorganization of the Council 


The General Secretary, in opening 
up thie question, gave the following 
reasons for reorganization: (1) That 
the Council members are not direct 
representatives of their churches. (2) 
Owing to changes, it sometimes hap- 
pens that some members have actually 
no direct relationship to the denomi- 
nation they were originally expected 
to represent. (3) Definite suggestions 
have come from the China Council of 
the Northern Presbyterian Mission, 
from the Canadian Presbyterians of 
Honan, and from the Church of Christ 
in China that the Council should be 
reorganized on a more representative 
basis. During the discussion it was 
mentioned that the membership of 
the Council is not well distributed 
and various suggestions were made 
as to methods for reconstituting it. 
It was also urged that Council mem- 
bers should include those specially 
trained for definite departments of 
work, but that adequate study is 


needed before the organization can 
be carried through. The various 
suggestions which have been made 
will be discussed during the year by 
the commission and taken up with 


the various cooperating bodies. 


9. The Financial Position 


According to the financial statement 
for the year ending March 31, 1927, 
the total receipts for the year amount- 
ed to $70,567.60. leaving a balance of 
$8,231.53 at the end of the year. ‘The 
budget adopted for the year 1927-28 
amounts to $86,630.%), including 
$19,400.00 for the Chine-e staff, and 
$27,580.00 for the foreign etaff. The 
total contributions received from 
Foreign Missionary Societies for the 
last fiscal year were 830,517.59 from 
the American Societies, $1,500 from 
the Continental, and $14,219.77 from 
the Hritish. The Chinese ( hurches 
have contributed as follows: $6,083.79 
for 1924-25: $7,310.67 for 1925-26, 
$2,229.86 for 1926-27, making a total 
of $16,824.32 for the three years. 
The fourth year's finencial campaign 
has commenced, and about 8600.00 
have been raised. During the pact 
years, the contributions came from 
nearly all the provinces but were 
largely from the churches in Klangs, 
Chekiang and Kwangtung. 


10. Denominational Group 
Meetings 


As usual the various denominational 
and other group: constituting the 
Counoil met seperstely, appointing 
each its own convener and considering 
certain questions referred to them by 
the Business Committee. The most 
interesting question coming up in 
these was due to the combination of 
three groups Congregational, l’resby- 
terian and United Church in China-—in 
the new Church of Christ in China. 
Two members of the Congregational 
group and one of the Presbyterian 
represented sections not yet united. 
This union involved a re-grouping of 
the membership of the Council. 


Another matter which can.e up was 
the fact that the Southern Baptists 
have not yet seen their way to 
cooperate in the work of the Council. 
The Northern Baptist Convention is 
moving with the object of bringing 


this matter again before the Southern. 
Baptist Convention. Several groups 
felt that the reorganization of the 
Council should be on lines which 
brought the denominationa! bodies 
into more direct relationsbip with the 
Council, the members being appointed 
by the official bodies. These questions 
will be considered by the Commission 
on reorganization. 


11. Special Addresses 


A number of special addresses were 
given during the annual meeting. Rev. 
Djang Fang sought to arouse the spirit 
of cooperation among Chinese Chris- 
tians. Dr. Yui laid great emphasis on 
the relation of the people’s movement 
and the Christian movement in China, 
the realization of Christ's way of life, 
the campaign of the churches towards 
unity and the future place of missiona- 
ries in the Chinese church. 


be General Secretary, in his closing 
ad res, dealt with six main iesues: 
(1) The forward look with hope in 
remembrance of part sufferings; (2) 
the responsibility of Christians in 
relation to public life, while always 
remembering the spiritual nature of 
the church; (4) the obligation on the 
pert of Christians to introduce a 
Christian spirit into society, but never 
to forget that the starting point must 
be individual conversion; (4) the 
contribution from Oriental civilization 
to the understanding of the faith while 
remembering that ite esrence is com- 
munion with God; (5) the enoouraging 
growth in cooperation in the Christian 
Church in China; (6) the development 
of responsibility and initiative by 
Chinese Christians. 


12. New Staff of the Council 


The following officers were elected: 
Dr. Yui-Chairman; Rev. Andrew 
Weir and Rev. T. C. Bau—Vioe- 
Chairmen; Mr. H. C. Teao—Treasurer. 
The main standing committees were 
reappointed. (See page 11) 


13. Personal Impressions 


Reviewing the meeting as a whole, 
the following five points seem to stand 
out most clearly: 

(1) The Cooperative Spirit. We 
cannot doubt that a lack of cooperation 
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attacks from without. 


‘within the church has made possible 
The conflicts 
between missionaries and Chinese, 
between fundamentalists and modern- 
iste, between different denominations, 
etween those interested in different 
lines of work, have been a real hin- 
drance. The annual meeting revealed 
a wonderful spirit of brotherliness in 
which such differences were forgotten. 
As China faces the present critical 
wituation, the church must exhibit 
unity in her inner life if she is 
to serve the common people. The 
Council stands, without shadow of 
doubt, for the ideal of the church in 
China as truly Chinese, foreign mem- 
bere taking their places in a Chinese 
organization. 

(2) The Hop ful Outlook. No good 
comes from shutting our eyes to the 
difficulties and to the dark spots which 
there still are in China aod in the 
Christian Church; but there could be 
no doubt as we met in the annual 
meeting that Christians are facing the 
future with a great hope. Through 
these times of testing, false Christians 
have been cast out and the church has 
been purified. There is a growing 
‘aympsthy between missionaries and 
Chinese, a larger understanding of the 

„% movement. Through outward 
losses, there is an inward gain. The 
ehurch faces the future with a great 
hope. 

(3) A Movement Towards Coopera- 
tion. Many Christians feel that it is 
emontial for the life of the church that 
coo ve movements must be more 
fully developed than in the pact. 
There was a demand for local or- 
ganization on lines of federations which 
have already been successful in a lew 

. The Council is called to take 
the lead in this movement. It is 
urged by the annual meeting to send 
out more men throughout the ovuntry 
to study local situations, to help the 
churches to evaluate their work, to see 
what can be done in the formation of 
divisional councils and local federa- 
tions. 


(4) The Intimate Relation between 
Christianity and Life. As we tried to 
answer the question, What is Chris- 
tianity?’’ the answer came to us, It 
is Christ Himself’. He must be 
brought into the whole of our lives. 
His religion means the application of 


His way in every aspect of life. While 
the communists call for social reform, 
have not we Christians a far deeper 
and more significant message? They 
look to a material goal, but the Cbris- 
tian, while not denying the material 
values, sees beyond them. Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.“ The application of 
Christianity to every phase of life 
means the bringing of a truer spirit 
into all we do. 


(5) Christ the Center. What ie it 
that brought us together from al! 
parte of the country in these difficult 
times? Surely nothing less than Christ 
Himeelf. Here we gather in song and 
prayer aod Christian fellowship, We 
gather here because we are the fol- 
lowers of one, even Christ. We differ 
from one anuther in a thousand ways, 
but around Him we think simply of 
His life, His call to us, His sacrifice 
for our sins. We lose ourselves in 
Him. We find that we are one 
family in Christ. Thus, as He be 
comes the center of our own lives 
and of our fellowship with one 
another, Hise word will be fulfilled: 
J, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me.” 


‘CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY 
Address by Diang Fang 


Our Lord Jesus Christ, when He 
was approaching the end of His 
earthly life and facing Hia Calvary 
with such calmness and courage rec- 
ognizing how near at hand was His 
departure from His disciples, in 
bidding them farewell by offered His 
last prayer. Hedid not pray for more 
wisdom for them, nor for more power: 
nor did He ask that they should be 
removed from the world. On the other 
hand, He prayed more than three 
for times them that they may be 
one —that is for Christian solidarity, 


Doubtless the reason for such em- 
phasis was our Lord's fear of what 
might happen after He left His dis- 
ciples. Is not Christian solidarity one 
of the great needs of the Christian 
churches in China today? 


1. What makes us think Christian 
solidarily u an urgent need of the church 
in China? The deep yearning for 
spiritual enrichment among Chris- 
tiane, the divisions within the church, 
and the huge problems it is facing, 
all lead us to the conclusion that our 
Lord's last prayer for rolidarity is 
needed more than ever at present, 


Some Christians, perplexed, en- 
tangled and surrounded by hardebipe, 
feel strongly they are not ready to 
meet the difficulties unless their 
spiritual life is deepened. Others, 
through experiences of persogal and 
material have adopted a pes- 
simistic philosophy fo life, feeling 
that nothing can be certain. On y 
the deepening of their spiritual life 
will overcome this peasimiem. During 
the period of devolution there may be 
sudden shifte of responsibility from 
mission to chureh, in running, for 
example, a school, conducting « 
hospital, or administering church 
work. Accepting moral obligation 
for such Christian enterprises often 
brings a sense of loneliness and weak- 
ness which can only be stisied 
through the seeking of the spiritual 
life. The needed enrichment of 
spiritual life should come through 
Christian solidarity. 


One fact stands out as «a result 
of personal observation and public 
conferences, that the Christian church 
feela the divisions in her own life. 
These may be due to differences of age, 
intellectual outlook, denominational! 
heritage, clase distinctions end racial 
backgrounds. Among the older mem- 
bers, there is an unconscious tendency, 
in the effort to preserve the value of 
the past, to put too much weight upon 
the prestige due to age, and this 
produces a reaction in the younger 
generation. Among the younger mem- 
bers, enthusiasm for accomplishing 
tangible results, makes them liable to 
disregard the experience of the old. 
In certain groups the emphasis is 
placed on the intellectual apprehension 
of the faith as expressed in creeds, 
while in others, the emphasis is 
on experience and the evolutionary 
processes. While denominational 
heritages have a value for western 
Christians, their value for Chinese 
is highly debatable, Some regard 


denominationalism as necessary for 
the better development of Christianity, 
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while others look on it as a stumbling 
block in the way of union. 


Considering the differences of en- 
vironment and background, of various 
customs and different types of educa- 
tion, euch different points of view are 
inevitable; but unfortunately they 
often work, not for mutual benefit, 
but to distraction and weakness. 
Only in the warmer stmo-phere of a 
closer fellowship can such obstructions 
be removed. 


The church faces immense tasks 
whieh can no longer be regarded 
a+ Ilmited to certain localities or 
groups. Nation-wide movements are 
are sitting the people, and the church 
must these n.ove ments as a whole. 
While there must be varieties of ex- 
press 0 nthrough elucational, evangel- 
istic and medical work; while the 
nature of the problems to be faced by 
different groupe will be diff. rent in 
detail, no final solut on can be dis- 
covered if the work ie done piccemeal. 
By curing one part of the body, you 
may cause Ines in another. If our 
problems as a whole are to be solved, 
it most be with the whole force of the 


ire Christian church, knit together 


and going forward, each bearing his 
own cross, and every department of 
the work being coordinsted to one 
end. For there and many other 
reasons, we see the need that our 
Lord's prayer for Christian solidarity 
should be answered in China today. 


II. Christian solidarity is nceded 
then, Lut how are the churches to unite? 
Let us begin again with the prayer of 
the Lord, that they may all be one 
even as Thou Fa her, art in me, and 
I in Thee, that they aleo may be in 
us. Three steps are here clearly 
indicated: (1) to exalt Jesus Christ; 
(2) that Christ may be in us; (8) that 
we may be in Him. 9 


1. To exalt Jesus Christ. Many 
experiments have been mace with a 
view to realizing Christian solidarity. 
The Bible, as the most important book 
in our religion; Christian doctrine, as 


the express on of the church’s faith. 


these have each been regarded as the 
suitable basis. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the result leads rather to more 
disagree ment as to the meaning of the 
words of the Bible or the creed and to 
dee p divisions of spirit. Some regard 
an outward organization or a form of 


worship as a necessary method for 
securing unity; but as soon as such 
attempts are made, new divisions are 
created. The destruction of old deno- 
minationalism often means the crea- 
tion of a new sect. Only as we lift 
up Jesus Christ Himself can we unite. 
„J, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.“ Neither the Bible itself, 
nor Christian doctrine, nor organiza- 
tion, nor some form of worship, but 
Jesus, Himself, is the basis of our 
union. 


2. We must have Christ in us. This 
means the realization of the Chri- 
life in the human personality. Instead 
of the dualistic conception we need a 
unified life in which the deepest 
things wil! be realized through Christ. 
The change comes in many lives, as 
when a Saul becomes a Paul, when 
the tax oollector, Matthew, becomes 
the discip'e. When I become a 
Christian, what is the inspiration 
which enables me & live out the new 
life in home, office, rural district, 
factory, market, nation, and in in- 
ternational relationships? The an- 
ewer is that the life of Jesus is lived 
again in our own. Iam called, on a 
mall scale, to be what Christ was 
and is. There murt be a genuine 
ropre et tation of Christ in my life. 
This it is to have Christ in us. 


3. That we be in Christ—thut iv, 
that we Aare personal commynion with 
Him. Jt is true that this age is 
marked by an excessive valuation of 
a life of activity aud a tendency to 
make little of personal experience of 
God, as though these involved a with- 
dr wal from the bearing of respon- 
sibility in connection with the actual 
life of men. There isa tendency to 
substitute the secular and altruistic 
activities for religion. Any career 
with sufficient impersonal devotion 
and largeness of imagination’’ can, it 
is felt, take the place of religion. 
Religion, however, must be viewed 
apart from philosophy and the mere 
intellectual apprehension of truth— 
apart, even, from ethics—and must be 
seen to be essentially a personal rela- 
tion with the Infinite. When a 
man’s life is intimately and con- 
eciously related with the Father, his 
will is the will of God; his hope, 
simply the hope for the coming of 
God's Kingdom. He reaches the 
point of being identified with God, 


the Father, and His Son, the Savior, 
is, with ultimate reality. This 
is the crown of Christian solidarity. 


Unless we reach this highest point, 
all attempts for Christian solidarity 
are in danger of missing the mark and 
may be like the light of a star that 
quickly fades, Let us, therefore, pray 
that we may lift up Christ, that He 
may dwell in us and we in Him. Let 
us remember our Lord's last prayer: 
That they may be one, even as Thou, 
Father, art in me and I in Thee; that 
they aleo may be in us Let us give 
this call for Christian solidarity. 


GENERAL SECRETARY'S 
CLOSING ADDRESS 


We have good reason to be thankful 
to God after attending this meeting 
during the pact few days. It seems 
to me that the most important and 
moet significant outcome of this 
conference is that we see in some 
measure the direction in which the 
Chinese Church is moving, and we 
see that the young infant church is 
beginning to give certain expressions 
as to its religious experience. And 
such expres-ions put together mean a 
great deal to the future of Christianity 
in China. Therefore we have good 
reason to be thankful to God for this 
particular conference. 


We have sounded a note of hope- 
fulness about the present situation. 
We have heard that hopefulness from 
our chairman and others during the 
pact few days. While we have met 
with a great deal of difficulty and 
have been confronted with many 
problems, yet we have faced the future 
with hopefulnese, believing that 
Christianity in China has a great 
task before it. During the past 
few days we have also given expression 
to the conviction that we bave a task 
in relation to political life as well as 
other phases of life. We believe that 
there, even in political life, ( hristian- 
ity has a message, and there, we, as 
the followers of Jesus Christ, have a 
duty to perform. We believe that the 
principles of Jesus Christ can pene- 
trate even into the political aspect of 
our daily life. We have given expres- 
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sion to that particular contribution of 
‘the Christian religion in China. 


During the past few days the social 
application of Christianity to the 
Chinese peop'e has been brought out 
by various members of the conference. 
I believe that there is a real contribu- 
‘tion, and we are beginning to see that 
there is a great task for the Christian 
Church to undertake in the social 
phases of life. Many particulars have 
been discussed during the conference. 


During the past few daye we have 
given expression to the ethical appea! 
of the Christian religion to the people 
of China. Such an appeal is fo 
strictly in keeping with the best of 
Chinese teaching and Chinese civiliza- 
‘tion, that we feel here i: an open door 
for the teaching of Jesus Christ to 
meet with the peop’e of China in close 
fellowship, There, there ic a common 
ground for the Eat and West to 
mingle. We think we have a greater 
chance in tho future to express our 
Christian religious experience in 
“terms understandable by our own 
people. 


— During the past few days we have 


given expression aleo 1 Christian 


unity. We have said with no uncertain 


sound that the Christian Church in 
China ought to be one—perhap: not 
one in form, but one ia spirit; and 
that the prayer of Jesus Christ must 
Le fulfilled. If it is possible in some 
ol the older churches it must certainly 
be possible for the churches in the 
Hast. We regard it as one of the 


-choicest gifts from God and the great- 


est task that God has p'aced upon the 
shoulders of the Oriental churches, 
“that the Church may be one. We 
have said defisitely that we hope the 
day will soon come when the Church 


he broken body of Christ—may 


be united. 


We have also given expression 
regarding the shifting of contro! of 
church affairs from mission to the 


church. Here I think we can make 


bold to say that it isa divine task 
that is before us. 


But these expressions cannot be 
regarded as perfect or as ideal things, 


or in every respect the best the world 


has ever produced. Far from it. But 
I do feel, and I think you agree with 
me, that we are thankful to God for 


Ahis clear and definite expression,— 


an outcome of our own religious 
experience however feeble, however 
young and imperfect that experience 
may be. 


We have good reason to be thankfal 
to God during the past few days that 
the Church is beginning to express 
itself on certain lines. We are grate- 
ful for that expression, and so we may 
eay, if this meeting represents the 
Chinese Church on a smaller scale, 
that the Church is moving forward 
because it has liſe from on high. And 
yet I shall ose the word which Mate- 
us Cheng ured when he reported. 
There ie one word which appears 
in all discussions, in all reports, 
and that word is “‘ Nevertheless, 
nevertheless. I should like to have 
all of us for the last few moments 
to think of that nevertheless 


The development of the future 
Chinese Church must be a complete 
development and not partial. Partial 
development of the Church is equal 
to no development, perhaps even 
worse than no development. When 
we eay that we are hopeful about the 
future outlook of China, at the same 
time we must not be forgetful of the 
experiences we have paseed through 
during the past year; we must not 
forget those of our servants, both 
Chinese and missionaries, and what 
they have ¢xperienced in many parts 
of China. I think it would not be 
right, it would almost be positively 
wrong, if we as a body mecting here 
did not give one thought to the 
things that have happ ned during the 
past year. Some of our members here 
to-day have told us what they have 
experienced. We have eyes to tev 
and ears to hear and these things ve 
cannot forget. If it had not been for 
the extraordinary events which have 
taken place during the past year 
perhaps some of our members woull 
have been here today. But they are 
gone—they are gone—they are gone 
from us. But certainly their memory 
will abide in our minds for many a 
long day. I was attending recently 
the meeting of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Christ. Here one of 
the workers reported what happened 
in Hunan Province,—how one of the 
Chinese pastors had actually been 
stoned to death for nothing more than 
merely posting up a proclamation by 
one of the officials for the protection 


pide. 1 do not 


of the Church. That servant of God 
has laid down his life. He is gone. 
Certainly those of us meeting here to- 
day cannot forget that brother. We 
all remember our old friend, Dr. 
Williams of Nanking. Probably he 
would have been here today, worship- 
ping together with us. But he is 
gone—another victim of the unusual 
circums'ances. I cannot find adequate 
words to say what kind of tribute we 
cought to offer to those servants of 
God Lut we do remember and offer 
prayers to God that the past year’s 
unusual events may open our eyes 
regarding a good many things. There- 
fore we are hopeful of the future 
but we are not blind to the actual 
things taking place. We, as «&@ 
Council, should remember such 
servante of the cross. 


We have been talking about the 
religious fanction and the political 
function of the Church. We think 
that the Church has aleo some part to 
play in the shaping of the political 
life of the nation, and we have the 
conviction that Christianity and the 
principles of Jesus Christ can 


brought into the political life of the —— 


nation though it is positive and 
definite; and yet at the same time we 
must not forget or belittle the 
spiritual contribution of the Christian 
Church. It iv that epiritual quality 
which lifte men up to higher things. 
We ought to bear in mind these two 
important points. We must not 
emphasize the one to the neglect of 
the other. We must seek for com- 
plete development rather than partial. 


We have been emphasizing the 
eocial side of the Christian goepel. 
Yes, the Christian gospe! has a social 
agree with the 
frequently used term “The Social 
Gospel.“ Personally I do not think 
there is such a thing as a Social 
Gospel.“ I honestly believe there is 
one gospel of Jesus Christ, and that 
gospel is for both personal and social 
betterment and change and transform- 
ation. Yet now we are beginning 
to see the social side. The applica- 
tion of Christianity is good and right, 
and yet that personal touch with the 
eternal should be ever kept before us. 


We have bcen talking about the 
ethical spproach of the Christian 
religion to the Chinese people. We 
do thank God for that connecting 
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link, for that open door where the 
Eastern civilization and the teaching 
of the Christian religion have a 
common meeting ground, and we are 
glad that thie idea is beginning to 
express itself in definite terms among 
the Chinese Christians. Yet we must 
not forget that there is the even more 
important mystical communion with 
the unseen, the invisible which is 
seen by the spiritual vision. 


And we have been talking about 
Christian unity. Unity, yea, we 
believe that is one of God's great gifts 
to the Church in the East. Probably 
the Church is so placed in the east 
that it is in a better position to see 
the accomp!ishment of the uniting of 
the Christian forces. That does not 
mean that the Chinese Church will 
remain forever united. Nobody can 
make that guarantee. Yesterday or 
the day before some members of the 
conference said lo me, Probably the 
Chinese Church will break up in « 
few years, and have more divisions 
than we have in the Christian Church 
today. That may very likely be 


bee But there is one difference: the 


breaking up of the Chinese Church 
in the future will be the outcome of 
the religious experience of te 
Chinese people, it will be out of their 
own religious conviction. They may 
form different sects in different ways, 
but it will no longer be the conviction 
of somebody elee as it ie now. I was 
originally connected with the London 
Missionary Society—not by choice 
but by accident. It was simply 
because it was the only church I 
knew. I joined that church not by my 
own religious conviction but by 
accident, so I became a Congregation- 
alist. But even if the future Chinese 
Church were to be divided, it would 
be an expression of their own religious 
conviction. While we desire, while 
we firmly believe that God is calling 
for unitei Christianity in China, yet 
we are not slighting the two thousand 
year old. Christianity of the west. 


sionary friends here, that we make no 
apology when we say that this is the 
right thing for the Christian Church to 
do. This is a call from on high —that 
the Church in China ought to take the 
position as proprietor of the Christian 
Movement in China. And yet I would 
strongly urge that when we speak of 
self-contro] in the same breath we 
should speak of self support. It is the 
church that is able to support iteelf, 
even to the point of making great 
sacrifices, that is a growing church. 


So these are the points on which 
thought has been expressed in the 
conference and for which we have good 
reason to be grateful to God. But 
there are also unex pres+ed desires, | am 
sure, on the part of most of us here. 


We do not want a partially devel- 
oped church but a completely deve 
oped Christian Church in China. 
In closing I would just oall your 
attention to that rather beautiful and 
strange description of the new Jeru- 
salem as recorded in the book of 
Revelation. There is one sped al 
feature of the City of God. The book 
ays that the City is four-equare: its 
length, ite breadth, ite height are 
equal. Well, I shall have to make 
that an lustration in a narrow sense. 
We may say the Chinese Church of 
tomorrow ise the City of God in China, 
but that city must have this particular 
feature: ite length, ite breadth, its 
height must be equal. It must bea 
fully deve'oped not a partially devel- 
oped Church. I say partial devel- 
opment of anything-—of the human 
body or of anything, any kind of 
work, much more so the Christian 
Church-is no development at all; it 
may be even worse than no develop- 
ment. fo I just wish to leave you 
this simple thought: that we must not 
be too eatisfied with ourselves. Our 
tack is still lying before us. Let us 
remember that there are many phases 
in the Christian life, and let us seek, 
by the grace of God, for the complete 
development of the City of God in 


National Christian Council this year. 
May I give briefly a few of my 
impressions. 


1. The first was that Christ’s 
spirit of love and—shall we also add 
—the experience gained in the flery 
trial which China and the Church of 
Christ has passed through, has calmed: 
fevered pulees and brought to all 
more sympathy and love. There was 
a feeling of less reliance on human 
instrumentality and a more conscious 
need of, and seeking for, Divine help- 
and guidance. In our discussions the 
constructive note was more audible 
than the destructive, more thought 
was given to the building up of the 
new than to the palling down of the 
old. 


2. Another impression was the 
unifying influence of Christ's Spirit, 
—the answering of His own prayer 
that “they may all be one”. Delegates 
—Chinese predominating—from near- 
ly every province, speaking different. 
dialects, and not all with the same 
political viewpoints, belonging also 
to many different sections of the 
church, North and South, Chinese 
and foreign, yet were linked together 
in Christ into a living, sacred’ 
fellowship, their very diversities con- 
tribuling a rich variety to their 
unity. 


3. Those who were present at the 
Council meetings were privileged to 
see the chryealie of the Church of 
Christ in China aes emerge 
from the cocoon (the missionary 
societies) in which it has been 
safeguarded in the early stage of ite 
life. The internal reconstruction of 
the protected church has been taking 
place and now has come the period of 
‘writhing restlessness in the course 
of which the chryealis frees iteelf 


from ite encumbrances, and emerges 
into freedom and flight’’. 


In the past the Church in China. 
has been mission-centric; from now 


on it will be increagingly Chinese 

Church-centric. The older western. 

a churches and their missionaries will 

be welcomed, to quote the Chairman, 

IMPRESSIONS OF THE ANNUAL Dr. Yui’s words, as fellow-students 

MEETING OF THE N.C.C. in the School of Christ in China, as 
By Rev. E. Box 


fellow workers and fellow-interpreters, 
but the Chinese church of Christ has 

It was a great privileze to be 
present at the annual meeting of the 


Its contribution, its value have served 

their purpose. It may not be so 

greatly needed today, but it was 
needed in days gone by. 

In these few days we have also 

: touched the matter of transfer of 

oontrol from mission to church. This 

| is a natural thing. I think we may 


China. 


* > « 


reached its coming of age“ and from 


mike bold to say, even before mis- now on will be intrusted by Christ 
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with the privileges and responsibili- 
ties of the adult. It is here that the 
older churches and the missionaries 
can by their experience, sympathy 
and cooperation help the Chinese 
church to pass thie critical stage of 
its development. 


4. China, too, as a nation is passing 
through a similar crisis to that of 
the church. In our council mectings 
we were made to feel that the best 
contribution the Chinese Church 
could make to the new nationality 
was a epiritual one. This was ex 
pressed by Dr. Yui when he urged us 
all to Lire out Christe Way of Life’. 
To manifest Christ's spirit in the life 
was the Christians supreme con- 
tribution to his country in ite time of 
and reconstruction. Or as Miss 
Liu put it, “Present the living Christ 
and live His lite This was empha- 
sized by many epeakers. Dr. Hodgkin 

tit, “The life of God must bea 

rning fire in us. Live by the power 
of love. The living Christ in us 
must be His own witness’’. The 
heart-searching addresses of Mrs. C.. 
Chen and Bishop Roots brought us 


all in touch with the very Pre enge of 


our Lord in spiritual adoration and 
reconsecration. 


. 5. In closing I would mention 
that another note sounded was,—that 
the N.C. C. must endeavor to get a 
new orientation, thinking and plan- 
ning perhaps leer in terms of the city 
and the scholar class and more in 
terms of the ninety per cent of the 
rank and file, of the people and the 
church members, the peasant, artisan 
and tradesman. The N. C. C. should 
keep in closest touch with the 
Chinese churches. There should be, 
wherever possible, a local unit of the 
N.C. C. forming a link between the 
Council and the churches, thereby 
broadening the basis of the Council 
and widening its influence. 

The N. C. C. has rendered great 
service to the church in the past and 
still greater service is possible for it 
in the future. 


By Miss Edith Sparling 


It was a great privilege to attend 
the Annual Meeting of the National 
Christian Council, and some of the 
impressions received during those 
eight days of fellowship will long 
be remembered. 


Again and again unity was empha- 
sized, and one could not long be in 
those meetings without feeling there 
was a great sense of unity among the 
members of the Council. Even though 
coming from South and North, East 
and West they were one in Christ 
Jesus. It made one’s heart glad to 
hear of the effurts being made 
to join together the broken body of 
Christ in one United Church in China. 


Again, throughout all the meetings, 
one was impressed that the leaders 
assembled there were putting first 
things firet’’. The spiritual side of 
the work was much emp asized, and 
when facing different probleme, the 
way Jesus would meet the problem 
was freely discussed. 


As one listened to the reports of 
persecution of workers one realized 
they had euffered much for Jesus’ 
sake, but there was not one derpair- 
ing note. “Nevertheless we believe’, 
and every one seemed to be taking 
hold of the Herculean task with «a 
courage that will finally poses the 
land 

We now think of the fifth annual 
meeting of the National Christian 
Council in the past tenee, but it is 
surely still in session in the lives of 
those who met together during those 
days of rare fellowship. 


By Miss Liu En-len 


Does the church of China belong 
to men alone?” Are the women of 
China taking their full share in the 
work of the church?’ were the ques 
tions ringing in my mind when | saw 
that not more than four per cent of 
the delegates were Chinese women. I 
felt the gripping sense of distrees as | 
noted this fact. But this impression 
was soon drowned by the monstrous 
wave of another impression. The 
attitude shown by our Western friends 
in the discussions touched my soul. 
My past experiences in conferences 
where east and west had discussed 
problems of practically the same 
nature ther had always left me 
feeling, “Well, probably it is true 
that east and west will never meet. 
But this time a spirit of sympathy 
broke down race barriere; everybody 
was accepted as an equal; and one 
felt that a common suffering had 
created a fellowship among all, so 


that one felt like saying, ‘Well after 
all, east and we-t are alike; in Christ 
we are all one“. I suppose it was 
nothing but the mental attitude which 
made me feel so. 


In spi'e of the fact that the dif- 
ferences in nationality, language, 
dialects, knowledge and experience 
gave ample chance for misunderstand- 
ings, and in spite of the fact that the 
delegates were coming together on 
different levels of viewpoints, yet they 
were all prepared to face the realities 
of life and were trying to find the 
truth, eo that after a time one could 
see that they were all part of vast 
organized life that is coming slowly 
into being. It ie a life illuminated by 
one single aim: to try to demonstrate 
the Christian message which ie Jesus 
Christ Himeelf. Daily—no, bourly— 
as the discussions went on, my impres- 
ion went deeper and deeper that the 
church of Christ in China is begin- 
ning to find itself in expression. 


By Miss Clera J. Lambert 


The annual meeting of the National 
Christian Counei!l ie once moreover 


and one left with a sense both of 


sorrow and happiness. Of sorrow, 
because the time bad come to part 
from « group of Christ's disciple 
amongst whom happy fellowship had 
reigned continuously; of happiness, 
because new friendsh pe had been 
formed and old ones deepened; more 
misunderstandings had been cleared 
away, and barriers broken down. 


The capability aud courtrous con- 
sideration of the Chairman, together 
with his happy manner, could not 
fail to make an impression upon all 
present. Never before has there seemed 
to be a greater desire to understand 
each other's point of view, aod this 
was remarkably shown in the reporte 
of the four discussion groupe, especially 
in that on The Christian Message“, 
where care was taken to include many 
of the various ways in which the Holy 
Spirit works in the hearts of men. 

One could not fail to appreciate the 
freedom with which quite different 
points of view could be expressed 
without the slightest desire to dogma- 
tize and without fear of causing any 
resent ul feelings. 

It was evident that the testing time 
and sorrow that many had passed. 
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through during the last nine months 
bad drawn God's children closer 
together and helped them to realiz» 
more than ever before that only Christ 
and His regenerating power could 
place China wher: we all long to sce 
her. The following pointe were clearly 
shown; 


(1) That God is answering the 
prayer that hase long been offered for 
more Chinese Christian leaders. Men 
and women are coming forward who 
are willing and able and wishing to 
bear more responsibility in their own 
churches. 

(2) That the Chinese church is to 
be no new church, bat a part of the 
Univeral Church, bo h learning from 
aod enriching the older churches of 
the weet. 


(3) That the relationship between 
churches and mise ons should be one 
of real brotherhood and equality: 
Chinese leaders and missionaries being 
co- workers with each other. 

(4) That the chur h wust do all 
she can to eve that Christian principle 
are applied in sulving economi: and 


cial prob! ewe in China 
(6) That there must not be an 


over-exaggerated nationaliem. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Letter From Mr. Hawkins 


The Nationa! Chri-tian Council at it« 
annual meeting reccived the following 
lot er from Mr. Frank Hawkins, the 
Foreign Secretary of the London Mise 
slonary Society and Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of Britieh 
sionary Societies. It was a matter of 
great regret to the Council that Mr. 
Hawkins was not himself able to be 
present owing to urgent work in 
North China, but his letter was warmly 
appreciate] as an indication of his 
personal attitude and that of those 
whom he represents. 


My dear Dr. Cheng: 


It is wth the deepest regret that I 
have been obliged to leave Shanghai 
before the forthcominz annual meeting 
of the National Christian Council. 
Ever since I heard that the meeting 


had been arranged for the middle of 
this month IT have been endeavouring 
to alter my itinerary 80 as to make it 
possible for me to accept the kind 
invitation from you and your o»l- 
leagues to be present at it, bot I have 
been already detained in Shanghai 
much longer than I expected, and in 
view of my long itinerary I have 
reluctantly come to the conclu-ion, 
after careful consideration, that my 
duty t: my own Society makes it 
imporsible for me to remain another 
three weeks in Shanghai in order tu 
attend your meetings. 


I should very much like to have 
been present in my capecity of China 
Secretary of the L. M 8. to bear 
testimony to the very high apprecia- 
tion which the Directors of my Society 
have of the work of the Council, and 
their sincere aympa'thy with it in the 
dificult times through whieh it has 
been passing, and in the attacks which 
have been mide upon it. 


You will be glad to hear that our 
China Advisory Council has already 
agoanimously recommended our Direc- 
tors to continue the Society's financial 
grant to the Council in epite of our 
need for the most drastic economy 
in the foreign expenditore of the 
Soolety. 

1 should also like to have been 
present in my capacity as Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of British 
Migsionary Societies and of the China 
Group which meets at Edinburgh 
House. The value of the great rervice 
of the Council to the missionary cause 
in China ie very warmly appreciated 
by the Hritiesh Missionary Societies 
having werk in thet Geld, and I can 
assure you that you and your col- 
leagues are Constantly remembered in 
prayer by China Missionary leaders in 
Great Britain 


I earnestly trust that the meetings 
of the Connell may be richly blessed, 
and that i se work may go forward and 
pr sper. It has rendered and iv render- 
ing invaluable service, and deserves 
the whole hearted support of all who 
are labouring to advance the Kingdom 
of God in China. 

Again ex;)r-esing to you my 
sincers regret at my inability to 
at end th» meetings, and assuring you 
of the support of my Society and 
myself, and with warmest greetings to 


yourself and your colleagues, both 
Chinese and foreign, 


Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) F. H. Hawkins. 


Telegrams 


During the sees ons of the Annual 


Meeting, the following telegrame were 
ent an recived: 


From the Nationa! Christian Council 
of China to the National Christian 
Council of Japan: One in Chrict we 
clasp hands ec the seca. God bless 
your meeting 

From the Nationa! Christ'an Couneil 
of Japan to the National Christian 
Council of China: Greet you as 
colleagues in common cause. Pray 


God's epecial blessing thie creative 
hour China's life.” 


THE JERUSALEM MEETING OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


March 24—Aoprli 8, 1928 


The committees in Europe and 
America which have been preparing 
for the next meeting of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council have been 
active dming the past months. 
Preliminary reports which are being 
drafted are meant to verve as a« etart- 
ing point for discussion by groups in 
different countries. These should 
arrive in China by en carly mail. 
The N. C. C. is desirous of having 
there discussed as widely as possible 
by individuals and groups throughout 
China and will be glad to have the 
results of such discussions sent in to 
this office for consideration by the 
delegates. 


Dr. Robert E Speer is chairman of 
the committee which is drafting the 
preliminary report on The Christian 
Life and Message in Relation to Non- 
Christian System. Weare informed 
that probably more time will be given 
to discussion of this topic at Jerusalem 
than to any other of the main subjects, 
Dr. Nichol MacNichol is preparing a 
paper on Hinduism, Dr. A. K, 
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Reischauer and Dr. Kenneth Saunders 
one on Buddhism, Dr. D. Willard 
Lyon and T. C. Chao, one on Chinese 
Religions and Dr. H. Kraemer, Dr. 
M. T. Titus and Canon W. H. T. 
Gairiner, one on Islam. To Dr. 
Speer himself has been entru-ted the 
drafting of the statement of The 
Christian Message as it faces these 
other religions. 


The report on Religious Education, 
prepared by Mr. J. H. Oldham, has 
for some time past been in the hands 
of different people in China. The 
report has been translated § into 
Chinese. The N. C. C. will be glad 
to supply copies to those who desire 
to make use of them. A very imited 
number of the copies of the English 
report are till available. 


Mr. Fletcher 8. Brockman is gather- 
ing data on the Arce Question, and 
others are at work getting fresh 
material on the Aelation Between the 
Younger and Older Church's and aleo 
the Christian Mission in the Light of 
Industrial Developments and Rural 
Needs. In order that the evangeliza- 
tion of rural di- tricts and the building 
up in them of strong centers of Chris- 
tian life may receive adequate atten- 
tion, the services of Dr. Edward de 8. 
Brunner, rural work ep cialist of the 
Institute of Social and Religious 
Research, hare been enlisted. Dr. 
Brunner is making a special study of 
Christian work done in the villages of 
Korea and India. His work in Korea 
will soon be completed. He is to 
make a brief study in China en route to 
India. The Committee on Chr'etianiz- 
ing Rural Life is making arranec- 
ments for the ure of his time while 
here. These will include a brief stay 
in North China and a v's tto Shanghai 
and Nanking where Dr. Brunner wil! 
be working with the Committee on 
Christianizing Rural Life. 

Rev. Dang Fang made a visit to 
South China in August and September 
in the interests of the Jerusalem Me: t- 
ing. He visited Hongkong, Canton, 
Wuchow, Swatow, Amoy and 
Foochow, discussing with friends in 
these centers some of the subjects to 
come before the International MNis- 
sionary Council meeting. Study 
groups were organized in a number of 
cities and certain individuals have 
undertaken to draft memoranda 


bearing upon the main topics to come 


before the meeting. Mr. Diang Fang 
is about to start on a trip to Shantung 
and Chibli. A large part of his time 
will be spent in some of the smaller 
cities, visiting country work, and also 
in gathering material for the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council Meeting. 


Rey. Lacy I. Moffett has been 
obliged on health grounds to withdraw 
from the work of arranging for the 
Jerusalem Meeting, which will from 
now on bein charge of Mr. Lobenstine 
and Mr. Dans Fang. All English 
corresponderce regarding the meeting 
should be addreaved to Mr. Lol ensti:e 
and all Chinese correspondence 
addressed to Mr. Dang Fang. 


The meeting in Jerusalem will be, 
so far as we know, the rst at which 
60 large a number of the repr esenta- 
tives of the younger (mis ion) 
churches will meet an equal number 
of represertatives of western churches 
to confer with them regarding their 
common task. This will mark a new 
development in the missionary 
enirprise and will undoubtedly 
result in the making of plans for the 
future cooperation of the older and 
younger Christian churvhes through- 
out the world which will have far- 
reaching effects upon the future epread 
of Christianity. Your fullest coopera- 
tion is needed in order that the 
delegation which goes from China may 
know the mind of the Chr et an 
churches here and that this gathering 
on the Mountof Olives may be to al! 
the delegates the occasion of a clearer 
revelation of the Will of God for our 
generation and a fresh experience of 
His love as revealed in the death and 
reeurrection of Jesus Christ. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
OF THE COUNCIL 


The Annual Meeting appointed 
eight standing committees through 
which to carry on its work during the 
ensuing year. In the main these 
committees are similar to those 
appointed a year ago. A strong effort 
will be made to develop the work of 
one or two which were scarcely able 
to do anything during the year under 
report. The chairmen of these com- 
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mittees will be appointed by the 
committees themselves when they 
meet, but the nominating committee, 
in selecting conveners, did go in the 
full expectation that the persons 
convening would be able to serve 
throughout the year. The General 
Secretary, in allocating duties among 
the +taff, arranged that each committee 
should have a'tached to it one secre- 
tary who would be chiefly response 
for the office work connected with the 
committee. The list of comm ttees 
with present officers is a« follows: 


Commities on Christianizing Rural Life 


Convener: Mr. Chang Fu-liang 
Staff member: Rev Dang Fang 


Commitiee on the Church in Worship 
and Religious Education 
Convener: Mr. Z. K. Zis 
Staff member: Dr. Hodgkia 


Committee on Church and Mission 
Convener: Rev. T. C. Bau 
Staff member: Rev. E. C. Loben- 

stine 

Commitiee on Christianizsing Economic 

N lations 
Convener: Dr. R. Y. 10 
Staff members: Me Lily K. 
Haass, Mr. Gideon Chen 


Commitee on Christianizsing Interna: 
tional Relations 
Convener: Dr. C. L. Hela 
Staff member: Dr. Hodgkin 


Com tee on Range im and Retrents 


Convener: Rev. Z. I. Kaung 
Staff member: Rev. K. T. Chung 


The Anti-Narcotic Committee 


Convener: Mies Ting Shu-ching 
Stafl Member: Rev. K. T. Chung 


Committee on Christianizing the Home 


Convener: Mre. C. C. Chen 
Staff Member: Mies Lily K. Haass 


Mr. Lobenstine is attached also to 
the Commirsion on Reorganization of 
the Council. 


It is, of course, expected that the 
General Secretary himeelf will give 
attention to the work of these com- 
mittees and more particularly to those 
on Evangelism and Relreais and on 
Church and Mission, and to the 
Commission on Reorganization. A 
retreat for the Executive Committee 
and staff was held shortly after the 
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annual meeting and a special com- 
mittee constituted to correlate work 
which touches the contribution that 
the church can make to the National 
Movement (See p. 17). In oon- 
nection with this committee, the 
General Secretary, Mr. K. T. Chung, 
and Mr. K. C. Lobenstine are to give 
Special service. The preparations 
for the Jerusalem Meeting and the 
planning for special visitors to the 
churches will aleo take a good deal of 
time from the General Secretary and 
other members of the staff. 


Committee on Christianizing 
Economic Relations 


Following slong the line of the 
thinking of the National Conference 
on Christianizing Economic Relations 
held in August, the committee is 
plantiing work of several kinds. In 
the firet place, it « hoped that various 
local conferences may be held to 
carry further the thinking started at 
the nationa! conference, and to map 
out plans for local work. It is 
expected that Foochow will be one of 


——the first oonters to attempt this, where 


uch « gathering may be instituted 
under the auspices of the North 
Fukien Christian Council, with the 
help of Mr. Gideon Chen who is at 

t visiting there. Plans are also 

formulated for a conference in 
Shanghai. The Committee is further 
endeavoring to find in what ways it 
may contribute toward the solution of 
rural economic problems which re- 
ceived such earnest convideration at 
the conference. Towards this end it 
is cooperating with the Rural Com- 
mittee. 


Work in regard to the improvement 
of industrial conditions groups iteelf 
under three heads: training Christian 
workers for industrial service; cost of 
living studies; and education. In 
regard to the first respect, the Com- 
mittee has been concerning itself for 
some time. This year echolarships 
have been granted to three students 
for study at Yenching—Koo Ping- 
yuan, Li An-che, and Chang Shih-wen, 
During the second semester they will 
be doing field work in Shanghai. 
Since the national conference ex- 
pressed a strong desiré that something 
comprehensive be done in cost of 


living studies in various centers, look- 


ing toward the fixing of an index 
figure, inquiries are being made, 
especially in relation to the Social 
Research Department of the Chins 
Foundation, as to the possible scope, 
as well as ways and means of such 
study. In the field of education, 
useful literature is being prepared. 
A series of biographies of Christian 
leaders of industrial reform will appear 
next month. The insistent demand 
for a dictionary of economic terms is 
to be met, as well as the desire for 
leaflets for workers. Great emphasis 
ie still being put on the Chinese 
Industrial Bulletin, which appears bi- 
monthly, and contains much material 
of use to pastors. A series of articles 
by Gideon Chen on, “What China can 
Learn from European Bocial Move- 
ments’’, including information about 
workers’ education, employers’ experi- 
mente, social settlements, rural educa- 
tion, cooperation, labor organizations 
and the like, will be watched with great 
interest. Effort will be made to prepare 
a course of study on industrial prob- 
lems for middle schools, as well as « 
series portraying employers’ experi- 
ments, both in China and abroad: 


Committee on Christianizing 
Rural Life 


This Committee is fortanate in 
having secured as Chairman for the 
coming year, Mr. Chang Fu-liang, a 
graduate in forestry of Yale (New 
Haven), and for many years the 
principal of the Yali Middle School in 
Changsha. A year ago Mr. Chang 
decided to devote himself to work for 
the rural population of China. In 
this he is associated with Mr. Harold 
Gray of Wuchang. During the past 
year both men have been studying in 
the United States, Mr. Chang making 
his headquarters in Georgia in order 
to acquaint himself with developments 
which have been taking place in the 
southern states. 


The new interest ig rural problems, 


arising from the developments of the 
past few years, and the new problems 
created for the Christian farmer 
thereby, make the work of this 
Committee of urgent importance at 
the present time. One meeting has 
been held, at which it was decided to 
center the attention of the Committee 
on the four following items: (1) the 


gathering of information in regard to 
some of the most successful work 
undertaken by the churches in rural 
districts in China; (2) a study of 
centers in which further experiments 
can be carried out; (3) an endeavor 
to provide additional literature for 
pastors and evangelists working in the 
country and to call a number of 
regional conferences; (4) a study of 
the question of Christian leadership 
for rural work. 


Rev. Dang Fang of the staff of the 
National Christian Council, is the 
Secretary assigned to the Committee. 
He is leaving shortly for a trip to 
North China, during which he hopes 
to visit, amongst other places, Taang- 
chow, Tehchow, Paoting, Changli, 
Taiyuan, and Fenchow. 


WAR WITH OPIUM 


Call from Annual Meeting 


The opium situation is becoming 
ever more serious. In Manchuria, 
Bsechwan and even Fukien, there are 
cases where Christians are compelled 
by the military authorities to plant 
opium. At ite annual mee in 
1925 the Council sounded the for 
the anti opium crusade, enlisting the 
Christians to make a firm stand for 
purity and righteousness, which was 
the one taken by the Christian move- 
ment from the very beginning. In 
the last annual meeting the call was 
reiterated for an unswerving fight to 
free China from thie bondage. The 
resolution is as follows: 


it is a manifest fact that the 
Chinese Church stands for the total 
suppression of opium. In view of 
disturbed politica! conditions, result- 
ing ia the ever increasing scoufge 
of the drug evil, the churches 
of the whole nation are urged to 
remain firm in their stand concern- 
ing this question, and to continue 
the fight against opium with in- 
creased vigor. The National Chris- 
tian Council hereby recommends to 
the churches of China that in 
carrying on the fight against opium 
they should see that their own 
members themselves refrain absolu- 
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tely from the cultivation of the 
poppy, the traffic in and smoking 
of opium, looking toward the end 
that the Chinese Christians as a 
whole shall have nothing whatever 
to do with this evil business which 
is fundamentally contrary to the 
teachings of our religion. They 
should also press the government to 
enforce the suppression of the traffic 
in opium and narcotic drugs so that 
the goal of tota! eradication may be 
reached in the very near future. 


Three Aims 


The National Anti-Opium Asrsocia- 
tion, of which the N.U.C. ie one of 
the constituent bodies, hee forth 
three aime as our immediate task: 


1. To bring pressure to bear upon 
the authorities to eee that no more 
poppy ia to be planted, beginning this 
autumn 


2. Sincere public minded people 
should work for educational and 
ameliorative measures in cooperation 
with the authorities where opportunity 
offers. The opium fines received by 
the authorities should be used for the 
above-mentioned purposes It is up 
to the people to press for the proper 
ure of the money. 


8. To limit the importation of 
narcotics to medicinal needs is very 
important, for if these druge are not 
limited to medicinal needs their use 
will be greatly increased as soon as 
poppy planting is suppressed, and the 
drug situation in China will be no 
better. 

In the coming year we should, ae a 
Christian body, work in cooperation 
with the community toward the re- 
alization of the three aime. 


Response to Anti-Opium Week, 
Oct. 2-9th 


It is not yet time to receive many 
of the reporte from the distant interior 
cities. So far we have had reports 
from thirty seven cities in twelve 
provinces. They are as follows: 


North China. Manchuria: Moukden, 
Sifeng; Chibli: Shehchachuan. 

East China. Kianesu: Shanghai, 
Nanking, Soochow, Kiangyin, Chang- 
chow, Wusih, Sungkiang, Kinshan, 
Jukao, Haimeng, Nanghui; Chekiang: 
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Ningpo, Hangchow,' Yeewu, Chang- 
shin, Sinchang: Tzschee; Anhwei: 
Sheshien, Nangling, Loho, Kweits. 


§ Central China. Hupeh: Siangyang: 


Hunan: Siangyin, Liling; Honan: 
Loyang. . 


— West China, Szechwan: Chungking: 
Yunnan: Yunnanfa. 


South China. Kwangtung: Canton, 
Futean, Tasan, Huiyang, Tehin; Fu- 
kien: Amoy, Futsing. 


Mention should be made of the 
anti-morphine campaign of Shesheb- 
chachuen, Chihli, where 20.000 
people paraded against Japanese 
morphine merchants. Mention should 
also be made of the strong support 
given by the Shanghai Church 
Feleration to the Anti-Opium Week 
which was the beet observed one in 
China. The programe and work of 
Ningpo, Nanking, and Amoy should 
receive special commendation because 
these were planned and unobtrusively 
carried out by «mall Christian groups 
with the help of the non-Christian 
community. In thie wry have we 
not found the secret for tearing down 
the wall of suspicion between Christ 
and non-Ubristiane—when the 
Christians are willing to render con- 
crete services without keeping them- 
selves apart from the non-( bristians / 
Not only will the non-Christians come 
to know the Christians better but 
there is more assurance that the work 
will be acoomplixhed when there is 
Cooperation between the two groups. 


K. 7. C. 


THE FIRST GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY OF THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST IN CHINA 


On October Ist, 1927, one hundred 
and twenty years after Morrison 
came to China, in St. Marys 
Hall, Shanghai, gathered the First 
General Assembly of the united 
Church of Cbrist in China. Its ses- 
sions, covering eleven daye, were 
inspiring and full of hope and rich in 
promise. 


It is in itself significant that on that 
day there could gather in Shanghai, in 


spite of banditry and revolution and 
interrupted communications, commis- 
sioners from the farthest bounds of 
the Republic and from the worat 
ridden of all the war and bandit ridden 
districts. They came from Harbin in 
the North, from Hongkong, Hainan, 
Canton in the South, and from Ichang 
in the West. For this ie truly a 
nation-wide Church. The eighty-seven 
commirsioners repreeent 120,000 com- 
municants (almost one-third of all 
the Protestant communicants’ in 
China), 17 of the 21 provinces, 47 
district associations and 12 synods. 
They represented the fruitage of 16 
missionary societies of the West,— 
Presbyterian, Keformed, London 
Mission, American Board, United 
Brethren, Swedieh Evangelical Free 
Church, United Church of Canada, 
ete. 


Then there were 39 fraternal 
delegates from 11 other commun ions, 
some of whom are contemplating 
joining this bleased fellowship, who 
participated in the discussion, took a 
keen interest in all the proceedings 
and contributed not a little to the 


goodwill and harmony that charac- 
terized the entire Assembly. - 


There were women commiesioners 
as well as men: for woman in the 
Chureh of Christ in China is given 
recognition on equality with man in 
the worship and work and adminis- 
tration of the church. 


The missionary wae present too. 
Twenty one of the e ghty-seren com- 
mistioners were missionaries. The 
Church of Christ is not a hurried, 
ill-planned result ef the Chinese Rev- 
olution. It ie not an effort to 
dissociate the Chinese church from 
the mision board or the missionary. 
The firet stepe leading up to the 
united church were taken in 1918, 
when the Congregational, Presbyterian 
and London Mission churches ap- 
pointed representatives to prepare a 
Basis of Union. A Provisional General 
Assembly was help in 1922. Hence 
the Nationalist Movement did not 
produce, though it undoubtedly gave 
added impetus to the process toward 
unity. The Church of Christ is keenly 
desirous to maintain a full quota of 
missionaries. The conviction of the 
General Assembly is that the mis- 
sionary should be loaned by the 
mission board to the church, should 
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carry on his work within the 
Chinese church, under the authority 
of the Chinese church and on a basis 
of complete equality with the Chinese 
leadership. They make no racial 
discrimination in administering the 
work of the church when once the 
above relationship is recognized. 


The First General Assembly honored 
iteelf in honoring Dr. Cheng Ching- 
yi by electing him the Moderator. 
He is undoubtedly the most highly 
respectedand widely beloved Christian 
leader in China. The Church of 
Chast is fortunate in having for the 
next three years such wise guidance 
and leadership as Dr. Cheng is sure 
to bring to the Moderatorship. A 
General Council of sixteen, with two 
Exeoutive Secretaries, functions for 
the General Assembly during the 
three yeare till the next General 
Assembly. 


Unanimity characterized the A8 
rembly throughout, even when facing 
such hazardous questions as Creed 
and Constitution. The Chinese 
church is deeply concerned, not so 
much with doctrine as with such 
fundamentals as Loyalty to Jesus, 
Living Christ's Way of Life, Making 
China Christian. That these nation- 
wide representatives of Chinese Chrie 
tians, at a time when revolution has 
made nerves taut and nationaliem has 
intensified convictions, could face for 
eleven days the difficult tasks of 
Church organization with complete 
harmony, goodwil! and enthusiasm 
throughout, shows that the Chinere 
people, widely scattered, can unite, 
provided the fusing power is potent 
enough. 

The General Assembly divided into 
commissions to study and prepare 
findings on suoh fundamental ques- 
tions as: The Place of The Mission 
Board, Mission and Missionary in Our 
Church; Our Church and the Farmer 
and Rural Evangelism; Our Church 
and Property; Our Church and Litera- 
ture; Our Church and the Dependent 
Churches; Our Church and Worship; 
The Place of Woman in the Life and 
Work of Our Church; The Educational 
Task of Our Church; the Ministry of 
Our Church, etc. The findings of 
these commissions provide vivid pic- 
tures of the thought of the Chinese 
church on these fundamental problems 
of the Christian enterprise, 


It was the unanimous opinion of the 
General Assembly that our churches 
should be registered with the Govern- 
ment as soon as there is a stable 
government, and thus be given a legal 
status. The echools of the Church 
are also to be registered with the 
Government. Religious instruction is 
to be voluntary in high schools and 
colleges. but the Government is to be 
petitioned by the General Assembly 
to permit required religious instruction 
in primary schools for the children of 
Christians. 

The General Assembly began its 
rersions with 87 delegates predominat- 
ingly conscious of their separate 
identitice — the General Assembly 
closed with the 8/7 commissioners 
predominatingly conscious of their 
coporate unity. Only the Sp rit of the 
Living Christ can have produced this 
integration. This unity reached out 
and gripped the fraternal delegates es 
well, who departed, all expressing a 
hope, and a few the confidence, that 
their own denominations would soon 
become a part of the uni ed Church. 
This unity in Christ, thie spiritual 
fellowship, found its deepest and 
highest expression in the Communion 
Service of an early morning when all 
the commisrioners and fraternal dele- 
gates, including Anglicans, Baptists 
and Lutherans, gave visible testimony 
to their oneness in the crucified and 
ri-en Christ. 

Most significant ie thie fee when 
not a few have been trying to convince 
the Weet that the Christian enterprise 
in China has failed and that Chris- 
tianity in China is decadent and the 
missionary work has become «a 
debacle , we find Christians uniting 
and hopeful; we find the church 
girding herself for her task and never 
before so confident of ultimate success. 


A. K. K. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF EVANGELISM 


Every year during the first week of 
the firat month after the China New 
Year, the Week of Evangelism is 
observed in most of the Christian 
churches in China. Our experience 
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in the past ten years has proved the 
spiritual benefit and inspiration of 
this observance. There are, however, 
in this connection, several important 
considerations to be noted: (1) Delib- 
erate preparation in advance, both 
on the spiritual side and ic regard 
to practical arrangements is extremely 
necessary if the best results are to be 
obtained; (2) the most promising 
results have been obtained in localities 
where all the churches have cooperat- 
ed in the observance of the Week; (8) 
The Week of Evangeliem accomplish- 
es ite real purpose only when it is 
regarded as the beginning of the year's 
evangelistic work; (4) care must be 
taken that those who have expressed 
a desire to unite with the church are 
given the guidance and nurture which 
they need in order to develop in the 
Spiritus life; (5) we must ever bear 
in mind that Christians are the “salt” 
of the world, and the licht“. Unless 
we have the light ourselves we cannot 
shed it. We must be eure that we as 
Christians have attained true rpiritual- 
ity and that our church has achieved 
Spiritual Christian fellowship. 

The Hirst week of the firet month 
after the foreign New Year will be 
the Week of Prayer. It has been 
eighty-two years since the World 
Evangelicak Alliance first promoted 
the obeervance of thie Week through- 
out the wor d. This has been widely 
obeerved in China. This year, it bas 
been proposed to use the Week of 
Prayer asa preparation for the Week 
of Evangelism which follows. During 
the first week of the first month, you 
are requested to unite with other 
churches in your locality in observing 
the Week of Prayer. Literature can 
be obtained from our office free of 
charge in quantities of leas than a 
hundred copies. 


The two weeks from the 8th to the 
2ist are to be used in making plans, 
eecuring and training workers, 
stimulating the indifferent members 
of the church, and arousing the whole 
church to pray for the success of the 
Week of Evangelism. The actual 
Week of Evangelism will follow from 
the 22nd to 28th. The work will be 
of two kinds, public preaching and 
work with individuals. Every oppor- 
tunity for evangelistic work should be 
utilized, including work with students 
and soldiers. 
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The genera! theme selected for this 
years Week of Evangelism is Christ 
and Life, and the aim is to get people 
to understand the relation of Jesus 
Christ to the life of men. The follow- 
ing daily topics have b en chosen: (1) 
Christians and God; (2) Christians 
and the Home; (5) Christians and 
Citizenship; (4) Christians and Oc- 
cupations; (5) Christians and Society; 
(6) Christians and the Nation; (7) 
Christians and International Rela- 
tions. Various organizations, such 
as the Christian Literature Society, 
Religious Tract Society, the W. M. . A. 
and Y.W.C.A., have been asked to 
prepare literature on these topics, 
Suited to various cla ses of people. 


Word comes from the Christian 
Literature Society that the tracts 
which they are issuing will have an 
attractive cover, making them usable 
for Now Year greeting cards. The 
titles of the leatilets 10 
the above subjects are: 
(4) 
(7) 

r * 1 prices are $2 per 
100 sets; $8 per 500 sets; $15 per 
1000 sete. 


Reference books for the workers 
are also in preparation, names and 
prices of which will be given in a 
later China for Christ’? Bulletin. 
Posters are also being designed to 
stimulate attention to spiritual de- 
votion. These may be obtained at 


two cents a copy, or one cent each in 
lots of ten or more. 


Your cooperation by prayer and 
effort is most earnestly souxht to the 
end that this observance of the Week 
of Prayer and the Week of Evangelism 
may be a great success. 


SUPPORT OF THE N. C. C. BY 
CHINESE CHURCHES 


The fourth annual campaign for 


contributions to the Council from the 


churches will be neld from November 
Ist to the end of December. For the 


distant provinces and abroad this date 


will be prolonged to February Ist, 
1928. 


In the past three years the total 
amount received frou the Chinese 
churches was $16,327.32, from a total 
of 2.50. contributions, making an 
average of 86.51 per contribut ion. Last 
year several church synods pledged 
annual support. ‘The Bagel church 
aynod of Kwangtung pledved $100 and 
the Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hui, 
Hankow diocese, 8200. The congrega- 
tionof the Chureh of Christ. Hongkong 
pledged $30. Efforts have al-o been 
made by the Church of Christ, K wange- 
tung, the North Fukien (hri-tian 
founcil, the Baptist A-sociation of 
North KRwangtung and the Hapti«t 
Association of Kast China to secure 
contributions from their own con- 
stituencies. 


From April let, the beginning of 
our liecal year, we have received dona- 
tions amounting to 575.02, from 39 
Cities in 15 provinces, with an average 
of $12.00 per donation. Amoy has 
already pledged over $200 and Harbin 
over 87°00. Special mention should 
be made of the helo received from the 
South Fukien synod, Chine-e friends 
in Tsingtao, in the South Seas, in 
America, Hongkong, Nanchang and 
Canton. 

With the cooperation of the friends 
of the Council in various parts of 
China, and of the chureh authoritie-, 
with the help of Council members, 
and with the travel of the staff we 
hope the Chinese churches will give 
larger support to the Council even in 
this time of difficulty. What we have 
received in the past has been mostly 
from the regions we touched in 
personal visite. The Council should 
find a way of reaching the churches 
more adequately, for securing support 
will not be a difficult matter when 
they come to know of the Counc]. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


Since the last issue of the Bulletin 
was prepared for the pre-s, Mr. 
Lobenstine has returned from America 
where he was able to accomplish a 
good seal doring his short stay, 
visiting many of the mission secretaries 
and helping to interpret the situation 
in China to various individuals and 
groups. Since his return he has been 
specially as-oclated with the prepara- 
tion for the Jerusalem Meeting and 


the setting on foot of the work for the 


Committee on Christianizing Rural 
Life. 


Mr. Gideon Chen, after two years of 
absence for special study in England 
and on the Cantinent of Furope, 
returned in time to be present at a 
part of the Industrial Conference 
reported in the last Bulletin. Mr. 
Chen is welcomed back very heartily 
by the staff, who have been looking 
forward for months past to his co- 
operaton in his service of the in- 
du-trial Committee. 


Mr. X. T. Chung returned from 4 
visit to Manchuria. He attended the 
Biennial Synod of the Lutheran 
Church, whose members are greatly 
interested in the work of the Council, 
especially in the preparations for the 
Jerusalem Meeting and the anti opium 
work. In Harbin he attended the 
Aatuimn Conference, where de egates 
were gathered from twelve districts 
around Harbin. 
shown in eupporting the work and the 
finances of the Council. They pledged 
over $900 in Harbin money. On 
ie return, Mr. Chung touched at 


Moukden, where he spoke ina general 


conference on the tendencies of the 
Christian movement as seen by the 
Conncil. A retreat of leaders was 
held in the pine forest near Paling, 
where the priacipal topics were 
aggressive rare] evangeliem and the 
development of lay leadership. Upon 
his return to Shanghai, he gave a good 
deal of time to the direction of the 
Anti-Opium Week in which the 
Shanchai churches took a large part, 
and which proved to be a great success, 


Dr. Hodokin visited Amoy and Foo- 
chow, in the latter place attending, 
as the Council’s representative, at the 
Christian Outlook Conference. At 
this gathe ring representatives from all 
the churches in northern Fukien were 
present, and it was felt to be a very 
sati-factorv occasion, concentrating 
upon the deepening of the spiritual 
life and the call 10 the chit urch of 
Christ atthe present time. Dr. Hodg- 
kin gave a course of addresses on the 
Book of Isaiah and also spoke upon 
the work of the Council and the 
Jerusalem Neeting. 

The General Secretary and other 


members of the staff have been work- 
ing during these two months in 


Great interest wae 


— — 
| 
| 
| 
| 
— s 
— 
— 
— 


16 | THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


1 


Shanghai, especially in connection 
with the preparations for the annual 
meeting. 


Plans for the next Six Months 


The present plan for the visitation 
of different centers during the next 
few months is largely conditioned by 
the fact that the Genera! Secretary and 
Mr. Lobenatine are expecting to go to 
Jerusalem as members of the delegation 
from China This will involve an 
ano of about three months from 
China. Dr. Hodgkin has aleo been 
asked to attend the Quadrennia!l Con- 
vention of the Student Volunteer 
Movement to be held in Detroit, 
beginning om December 28th. The 
Executive Committee considered it 
important that he ehould attend this 
meeting and he expects to be away for 
about two months, leaving on the 
third of December. In spite of these 
absences from China, a considerable 
amount of visitation has been planned. 
The General Secrelary hopes to visit 
Shantung, especially in order to be 
present at the annual meeting of 


——<-the Baptist churches of that province 


to be held during December at Teing- 
chowfa. He also hopes to be able to 
arrange to visit a few other centers 
before leaving for Jerusalem. 


The sympathy of Counci! members 
Wii be extended to Rev. XK. T. Chung, 
whose wife has been taken seriously 
ill. This makes it inadvisable for 
him to undert:ke travel to more 
distant places. He hopes, however, 
to visit a number of centers in the 
provinces of Chekiang and Kiangeu 
during the next few months. The 
most recent accounts of Mrs. Chung 
are favorable, but it is not expected 
that she can recover her normal 
health very rapidly. 


The Rev. Djang Fang is planning a 
series of visits in northern Shantung 
and Chibli, poeribly also including 
one or two centers in Shansi. ‘These 
visits will be largely with the object 
of studying rural conditions and actual 
work done in certain centers such as 
Tehbchow and Teangchow, Paotingfu, 
Changli, and perhaps, Fenchow. Mr. 
Djang will also take opportunities of 
meeting groups to discuss the subjects 
for consideration at the Jerusalem 
Meeting. 


Mr. Gideon Chen is planning to 
spend the next two or three months 
in Foochow doing a specia! piece of 
work for the Industrial Committee, 
Mies Haass carrying on in the mean- 
time at the office. — 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


New Members of the Council 


We are glad to welcome a number 
of new members of the Council who 
were duly nominated by their various 
groups and appointed at the recent 
annual meeting. Our rea lere will be 
glad to have early information of 
those who are thus, we hope, to serve 
the Council during the ensuing year. 


Lutheran: Dr. O. R. Wold for Rev. N. 
A. Larsen 

M. hodist: 
Bishop George R. Grose for Dr. G. 

L. Davis 
Mies Edith Youtsey for Mies Mabel 

R. Nowlin 

Church of Chriat in China: Rer. T. 
Cocker Brown for Rev. T. C. Gibson 

Independent Church Group: Rev. Heia 
Tei-tien for Mr. Chai Lien-fa 

F. N. C. A. Mra. C. C. Chen for Mies 
Jane Word 


National Organizations; Dr. Josephine 

Lawney for Dr. J. L. Maxwell 
College Group; Mr. H. C. Teao for Mr. 

Francis Wei 
Bible Societies and Literature Organiza- 

tions: 

Dr. D. MacGillivray for Rev. G. W. 
Sheppard 

Mr. Lin Tien-ho for Rev. Chen 
Chin-yung 
Twenty fire Group: 

Rev. E. W, Bart for Dr. Harold 
Balme 

Rev. Lacy I. Moffett for Dr. R. J. 
McMullen 

Rev. Ding Ing Ong for Rt. Rey. C. 
R. Duppuy 

Rev. H. B. Rattenbury for Dr. E. 
W. Wallace 

Mr. Chang Fu-liang for Mr. Wang 
Kai-ming 

Mizs Chien Cheng-hui for Mrs. K. 
C. Wang 
. A. R. Kepler for Mr. R. C. 


Reorganization of the Council 


Plans for the reorganization of the 
Council were discussed somewhat fully, 
both in the Business Committee and 
in the open session of the annual 
meeting, and the speeial commission 
appointed consists of the following 
persons: 

Dr. R. Y. Lo 

Rev. T. C. Bau 
Rev. K. Box 
Rev. Chang Heng-chiu 
Rev. Chang Ssu-ching 
Rev. Chen Chiu-ching 
Rev. J. A. O. Gotteberg 
Rev. Hsiao Moh-kwang 
Rev. Heu Yung-fang 
Rev. Kao Kwang-ta 
Rev. A. R. Kepler 
Dr. T. Z. Koo 
Rev. L. I. Moffett 
Rev. Pao Rwang lin 
Dr. J. T. Proctor 
Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots 
Rev. Bhen Wen-ching 
Mies Edith Sparling 
Mi Ting Shu-ching 
Mr. Y. 8. Tom 
Rev. Yee Hein-lin 


It ie hoped that this commisson 
may be able to review the whole 
question and to disoover the opinions 
of the various cooperating bodies 
so that a scheme acceptable to all 
concerned may be considered and, if 
possible, brought into being at the 
next annual meeting. The question 
of reorganization is an extremely 
difficult one, owing to the transitional 
state of the churches in China, some of 
which are nationally organized, some 
of which are moving in that direction, 
some of which are considering or have 
already entered into plans for union 
with other groups. There is also « 
strong feeling in some quarters that 
direct representation from different 
regions and cities should be provided 
for in the Council. At the same time 
it is difficult to see how this could be 
done, as it would involve a double 
representation for considerable sec- 
tions. Correspondence on this subject 
by those who are interested or have 
strong convictions would be weloomed 
by the Genera! Secretary. 
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Meeting of the First General 
Assembly of the Church of 
Christ in China 


Perhaps the most significant thing 
far the development of the Christian 
Church in China during the last two 
months, has been the first meeting of 
the General A-sembly of the Church 
of Christ in China which now iocludes 
about one-third of the Protestant 
Christians in China. It is a matter 
of peculiar gratification to members 
of the Council that the person selected 
to be the moderator of thie chureh is 
our honored General Secretary, Lr. 
C. v. Cheng. Members of the Council 
and all who are interested in it wil! 
realige that this office brings with it. 
not only a great privilege, but aleo a 
heavy responsibilty, and the prayers 
of all are asked that Dr. Cheng may 
have strenge h to bear this fresh 
responsibility and meet the new 
demands that are made upon him. 


The National Christian Council does 
not, of course, through thie appoint- 
ment, become identified in any way 
- with this partioular method of seeking 
to solve the problem of divisions in 
the church. Each secretary must be 
free to work out in connection with 
his own church group such method of 
trying t solve this problem as may 
be felt by that group to be possible. 
At the same time, any notable sep 
such as this which is taken by Chinese 
Christians in the definite desire that 
the prayer of our Lord for the anity 
of his followers may be answered, must 
have the sympathy of Christians all 
over the country. We are glad to 
print a short account of this meeting. 
written by the General Secretary of 
the Church of Christ in China. 


A New Chinese Bishop 


The consecration of Bishop Ding as 
Assistant Bishop in northern Fukien 
is another significant indication of the 
growing strength of the Chinese 
Church. To Bishop Ding and to the 
members of the Chung Hwa Sheng 
Kung Hui in China we offer our 
sincere congratulations on this move. 
We trust that the new bishop may 
have many years of usefal service be- 
fore him and may be given the grace 
he needs for the fulfilling of his task. 
The consecration took place in Shang- 


hai very shortly after the meeting of 
the Council, and was participated in 
by all the secretaries of the Council 
and a number of its members. 


THE TASK OF THE COUNCIL. 


The following statement on the 
task of the Council for the coming 
year was drafted by the Executive 
Committee in accordance with the 
instructions of the annual meeting. 


During the year it is desirable that 
the members and secretaries of the 
National Christian Council should as 
far as possible concentrate their main 
efforte on four definite lines of service 
e‘uphasized during the discussione at 
the annual meeting, namely: 


sae The deepening of the spiritual 


B. The strengthening of Christian 
solidarity. 


C. Cooperation with the People’s 


D. Consideration of the place of 
the missionary in the future develop- 
ment of Christianity in China. 


The larger part of the work of the 
ftanding committees of the Counc! 
would be related to one or other of 
these main activities. 


A. The Deepening of the Spiritual Life 


In regard to this subject the Council 
should help Christians to think more 
deeply as to the nature of the epiritual 
life and the methods by which it may 
be promoted. Emphasis should be 
laid upon the need for self-discipline, 
for the exression in life of spiritual! 
realities, for the enrichment of con- 
grcegational worship, and for clearer 
thinking on the relation between 
spiritual dad moral questions. 


Methods to be followed sheuld 
include: initiating small groups for 
fellowship, the use of the Bulletins 
and special literature, retreats, 
concentrating on this subject, the 
development of lay leadership, making 
suggestions for the enrichment of 


worship, helping to make the experi- 


ence of stronger churches available 


for the weaker ones. 


B. Strengthening of Christian Soli- 
darity 


While the National Christian Co- 
uncil cannot identify itself with any 
particular method for the securing of 
Christian unity, it is part of ite task 
to study the whole problem and 
stimulate Christian fellowship. It 
can also promote the formation of 
local federations and other similar 
groupings whereby the essential unity 
of the Christian faith can be more 
adequately expressed. 

Ite main service can be rendered 
through the visitation of local centers 
by the staff and special visitors. One 
member of the etaff should be «pecial- 
ly responsible for Audying the prob- 
lem of local organization and making 
the resulte of such study available 
generally. 


C. Cooperation with the People's Move- 
ment 


The Christian Church must show 
ite sympathy and contribute ite share 
to the growing national life. This, 
however, must be done in such a way 
that churches in all parte of China 


can cooperate(under whatever govern- * 


ment they may be working). The 
Churches cannot, of course enter into 
relation with any particular political 
expression of this movement. 


Two main lines of service open up 
for the Council, (1) 1t ain help the 
Churches by promoting and under- 
taking a critical study and careful 
analysis of certain problems cen- 
cerning China in her present rapid 
development. This stady will, of 
course, be from the Christian point 
of view. Some of the problems on 
which Christians seek for light ate 
the Christian approach to: Dr. Sun’s 
Three People’s Principles, Kuomintang 
Ideals, Communistic menace, Unequal 
treaties, Nationalism, etc. Imper- 
ialism and Capitalism; the relation 
of the Church to Politics; the Reg- 
istration of Christian schools, and 
Party Education; What is Christian 
Patriotism ; What is involved in 
Religious Liberty; Citizenship Train- 
ing and generally the essentials for a 
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Better China. (2) The Council can 
further help in regard to constructive 
service for the people in such 
directions as: The deve lopment of 
cooperative movements, Citizenship 
training, Promotion of Mass ieduca- 
tion, Strenathening and developing 
the family idea, Anti-nurcotic cam- 
paign, and the promotion of Christian 
standards of labor, etc. 


D. The Place of the Musionary in the 
Development of Christianity 


While the Annual Meeting of the 
N.., made it clear that it etands 
for the conception that the missionary 
has a permanent place inthe work in 
China, it was felt that the method 
whereby that contribution can best be 
made needs further study with a view 
to defining the matter more clearly, 
both for the Church in China and for 
those who promote missionary in- 
tereeta in other countries. 

With thie in view it is expected 
that the members and the staff of 


the N. C. C. will seek further light 
in this question during the year 


personal interviews, corres- 


pondence, conference, etc. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’'S 
BURDENS 


Kach Annual Meeting no ke o 
stage in the life of the Counci!. The 


year work is reviewed wit! ha Kul- 


ness for what has been accomp! ished 
and with a recognition of ite 
incompleteness. The new mat is 
faced and such plane as are tcasible 
made for it. We have reason to 
thank (iod that the churcha have, on 
the whole, paseed through the last 
twelve months with undiminished 
faith ami that the future is being 
faced with hope. That there have 
Leen disappointments and failures we 
all know, but the meetings served to 


reveal the extent of real gain in new 
responsibilities undertaken, in new 
experiences of God’s grace, even in 
smaller numbers where the falling 
away has been of nominal mem- 
bers, leaving the remainder more 
united and better able to face opposi- 
tion. For such mercies we do indeed 
give thanks. 


Nevertheless there are other places 
where real loss has been suffered and 
where the little flock hrs been 
eeattered or paralysed. For such 
we need to continue much in 
prayer. 


As the Council faces a new year of 
work, we should pray that it nay be 
able to serve especially in the three 
ways emphasized in its resolutions on 
the task of the National Christian 
Council deepening the pir t al life, 
making Christ real in the daily life, 
Christian solidarity. The national! 
movement, with all ite hopes and 
aspirations, needs something which 
Christ alone can bring. May the 
church be given grace to make this 
supreme contribution to China today. 
Surely here is the call of God. 


In preparation for the Jeruralem 
Meeting, the main thought might 
well be on two lines: bow may the 
church in Uhina take her right place 
in the Church Universal at this 
time? aud how may she receive 
throngh Jerusalem a fresh call, a 
freeh inspiration and fresh power to 
werve the people of China? Let us 
pray that China's delegates way both 
give and receive in rich measure and 
may be prepared to meet to the ful! 
the opportunities of this gathering. 


In presenting Chinas needs in 
weetern countries today, there are 
unusual difficulties to be faced. 
Evacuation of missionaries, unsettled 
Conditions, rapid changes in relation 
of church and missions, and the 
position of the missionary are factors 
which have to be added to much 
questioning as to the fundamental! 
problems of the faith. Prayer is 
needed for all missionaries and others 


who are presenting China’s needs to 
students and young people in the 
churches. Shall we specially re- 
member the Quadrennial Convention 
of the Student Volunteer Movement 
to be held at Detroit at the end of 
the year and the service which a 
secretary of the Council is called to 
render on that occasion? 


Many missionaries are still sorely 
perplexed in regard to return to their 
fields. Consular advice in many 
cases is against return. «Chinese 
friends are, in not a few cases, urging 
it. Some have had favorable experi- 
ences in goiug back. in a few cases, 
as in Missionaries returning to Sze 
chwan, unusual difficulties have been 
faced. Let us pray for one another 
that clear guidance may be given and 
that understanding sympathy may be 
given to those who, acliog in good 
faith, have not felt able to accept 
advice given from one quarter or 
another. 


Prayer tor Chine 


Almighty God, who has set man- 
kind in families and nations, and 
who dost govern all men, we pray for 
the creat nation of China, that Thou 
wilt grant to her peace and happiness, 
unity and prosperity. Illuminate the 
minds of her rulers with Thy wisdom 
that they may govern the people 
committed to them with justice and 
with love. Inspire with true patriot 
iam her students and thinkers, raise 
up her women to a sense of their 
responsibil ties and to all her people 
rant a vieon of self sacrificing 
service. able her to overcome all 


such influences as would hinder her . 


progress, and, above all, may the 
Gospel of Thy Son be ro faithfully 
preached that it may quickly be 
accepted as the one true foundation 
of her national life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Taken from Prayers for use in the 
Fukien Anglican Mission, China, 
published in 1985. 
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